Among the many kinds of work done gratuitously by the medical profession for the benefit of the public is one which is far more irksome in practice than many people perhaps imagine?namely, the provision of a certificate of the cause of death, which is now by law imposed upon every practitioner who attends a patient in his last illness.
Originally these certificates were given purely as a matter of courtesy, and with the object of improving the accuracy and increasing the value of the returns of the Registrar-General. It 
